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ABSTRACT: This study develops the Cyber-Prostitution Dynamics Framework (CPDF) as a 

multidimensional theoretical model for understanding the transformation of prostitution within 

digitally mediated environments. The rapid expansion of internet-based technologies has 

restructured traditional sex work into a decentralized, platform-driven system characterized by 

anonymity, algorithmic visibility, and globalized market access. Existing criminological theories 

offer limited explanation of these emerging digital dynamics, particularly in relation to platform 

mediation and cyber-enabled risks. Drawing on Routine Activity Theory, Rational Choice 

Theory, Social Learning Theory, Feminist Theory, and Cyberpsychology, the CPDF integrates 

five core dimensions: digital anonymity, platform mediation, economic incentives, risk 

transformation, and social normalization. The framework argues that digital platforms not only 

facilitate access to sex work markets but also actively shape participation patterns through 

algorithmic ranking systems, identity concealment mechanisms, and reputation-based feedback 

structures. The study further proposes that while cyber-mediated prostitution reduces certain 

physical risks associated with street-based sex work, it simultaneously introduces new forms of 

cyber risk, including fraud, blackmail, identity exposure, and digital exploitation. It also posits 

that social media exposure contributes to the gradual normalization of online sex work, thereby 

influencing participation rates. Methodologically, the study adopts a mixed-method research 

design involving qualitative content analysis, surveys, and comparative case studies between 

offline and online sex work systems. The study concludes that cyber-prostitution is not merely a 

digital extension of traditional prostitution but a structurally reconfigured socio-economic system 

shaped by technology, markets, and behavioral adaptation. The Cyber-Prostitution Dynamics 

Framework (CPDF) provides a foundation for empirical investigation and policy development, 

particularly within emerging digital economies such as Nigeria. 

Keywords: Cyber-Prostitution Dynamics Framework, Criminological theories, Cyber-mediated 

prostitution, Cyber risk 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

The phenomenon of prostitution has remained 

a persistent and evolving social issue across 

societies, shaped by cultural, economic, legal, 

and technological dynamics. In Nigeria, 

prostitution occupies a legally ambiguous and 

socially contested space, particularly within 
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the framework of the criminal justice system. 

While moral perceptions and societal attitudes 

largely condemn the practice, the legal 

position is more nuanced and complex. Under 

Nigerian law, prostitution is not expressly 

criminalized as a standalone offence across 

the federation. Both the Criminal Code Act 

Nigeria, applicable in Southern Nigeria, and 

the Penal Code Act Nigeria, applicable in 

Northern Nigeria, do not explicitly define or 

prohibit prostitution per se, particularly where 

it occurs in private between consenting adults. 

This creates a legal grey area in which the act 

itself is not directly outlawed. 

 

However, notwithstanding the absence of a 

direct prohibition, several activities 

intrinsically associated with prostitution are 

criminalized under Nigerian law. These 

include soliciting for prostitution, especially 

in public places; operating, managing, or 

owning a brothel; living on the earnings of 

prostitution (commonly referred to as 

pimping); and procuring or facilitating 

persons for the purpose of prostitution. For 

instance, the Criminal Code criminalizes the 

keeping of brothels and the procurement of 

individuals for sexual exploitation, while the 

Penal Code similarly penalizes acts relating to 

solicitation, seduction, and exploitation for 

immoral purposes. 

 

Furthermore, in Northern Nigeria, particularly 

in states operating under Islamic legal 

systems, prostitution is treated with stricter 

legal consequences. Under Sharia law, acts 

associated with prostitution may fall within 

the ambit of zina (unlawful sexual 

intercourse) or other forms of immoral 

conduct, thereby attracting more severe 

penalties depending on the circumstances and 

evidentiary requirements. 

In addition to these provisions, the 

Trafficking in Persons (Prohibition) 

Enforcement and Administration Act plays a 

significant role in regulating prostitution-

related activities by criminalizing human 

trafficking, forced prostitution, and other 

forms of sexual exploitation. This legislation 

reflects Nigeria’s commitment to combating 
organized and coercive forms of prostitution, 

particularly those involving vulnerable 

persons. 

In practice, the enforcement landscape reveals 

that law enforcement agencies frequently 

target activities surrounding prostitution 

rather than the act itself. Arrests are often 

made on grounds such as public solicitation, 

loitering, or disorderly conduct, while brothel 

operations are routinely raided. Consequently, 

individuals involved in prostitution remain 

exposed to continuous legal risks despite the 

absence of a clear statutory offence 

prohibiting prostitution itself. 

 

This legal paradox where prostitution is not 

expressly criminalized, yet its operational 

framework is heavily regulated and penalized 

raises important questions regarding legality, 

enforcement, human rights, and policy 

direction within Nigeria’s criminal justice 
system. It is within this context that this study 

seeks to examine the nature, scope, and 

implications of prostitution laws in Nigeria, 

particularly in light of emerging trends such 

as cyber-mediated prostitution. 

 

1.2 Statement of the Problem 

Despite the absence of an explicit statutory 

prohibition of prostitution in Nigeria, the 

criminalization of its related activities creates 

uncertainty and inconsistency in legal 

interpretation and enforcement. This has led 

to arbitrary policing, potential abuse of 

fundamental rights, and difficulties in policy 

formulation. The rise of digital platforms has 

further complicated the issue, introducing new 
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dimensions that existing laws may not 

adequately address. 

 

1.3 Objectives of the Study 

The broad objective of this study is to 

critically examine the legal and institutional 

framework regulating prostitution in Nigeria 

within the context of the criminal justice 

system. 

The specific objectives are to: 

1. Examine the legal status of prostitution 

under Nigerian law, particularly under the 

Criminal Code Act Nigeria and the Penal 

Code Act Nigeria. 

2. Analyze the criminalization of activities 

associated with prostitution, including 

solicitation, brothel-keeping, and 

procurement. 

3. Evaluate the impact of the Trafficking in 

Persons (Prohibition) Enforcement and 

Administration Act on prostitution-

related practices. 

4. Investigate the enforcement practices of 

law enforcement agencies and their 

implications for justice and human rights. 

5. Examine the emerging trend of cyber-

prostitution and its implications for 

existing legal frameworks. 

6. Propose legal and policy reforms to 

address gaps and ambiguities in the 

current system. 

 

1.4 Research Questions 

This study seeks to provide answers to the 

following questions: 

1. What is the legal status of prostitution 

under Nigerian law? 

2. To what extent are activities associated 

with prostitution criminalized in Nigeria? 

3. How effective are existing laws in 

regulating prostitution and related 

offences? 

4. What role does the criminal justice 

system play in the enforcement of 

prostitution-related laws? 

5. How has the emergence of digital 

platforms influenced prostitution 

practices in Nigeria? 

6. What reforms are necessary to address 

the legal and practical challenges 

surrounding prostitution? 

 

1.5 Significance of the Study 

This study is significant in several respects: 

First, it contributes to legal scholarship by 

clarifying the ambiguous status of prostitution 

within Nigeria’s criminal justice system. The 
absence of a clear statutory position has led to 

conflicting interpretations, and this work 

provides a structured analysis that can guide 

academics, legal practitioners, and 

policymakers. 

 

Second, the study is relevant to law 

enforcement agencies and judicial officers by 

highlighting the inconsistencies in 

enforcement practices and the potential for 

abuse of discretion. It underscores the need 

for a more coherent and rights-based 

approach. 

 

Third, this research is important in the context 

of human rights discourse, particularly 

regarding the treatment of individuals 

involved in prostitution. It evaluates whether 

current practices align with constitutional 

guarantees and international human rights 

standards. 

 

Fourth, the study contributes to emerging 

literature on cybercrime and digital sociology 

by integrating the concept of cyber-

prostitution, thereby expanding the scope of 

traditional legal analysis. 

 

Finally, the recommendations from this study 

may assist lawmakers and stakeholders in 

developing more effective, realistic, and 

humane legal frameworks. 

 

1.6 Scope of the Study 
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This study focuses on the legal and 

institutional framework governing prostitution 

in Nigeria. It examines relevant statutory 

provisions, including the Criminal Code Act 

Nigeria, the Penal Code Act Nigeria, and the 

Trafficking in Persons (Prohibition) 

Enforcement and Administration Act. 

The study also considers the role of the 

criminal justice system comprising the police, 

courts, and correctional institutions in 

enforcing these laws. Additionally, it explores 

the emerging phenomenon of cyber-

prostitution and its interaction with existing 

legal frameworks. 

Geographically, the study covers Nigeria as a 

whole, with references to both Southern and 

Northern legal systems, including the 

influence of Sharia law in certain states. 

 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

 

2.1 Conceptual Clarifications 

2.1.1 Concept of Prostitution 

Prostitution generally refers to the exchange 

of sexual services for monetary or material 

benefits. Scholars differ in their 

conceptualization, with some viewing it as a 

form of economic activity driven by survival 

and others as exploitation rooted in structural 

inequalities. 

From a legal standpoint in Nigeria, 

prostitution exists within a paradoxical 

framework. As earlier established, while 

prostitution itself is not expressly criminalized 

under the Criminal Code Act Nigeria or the 

Penal Code Act Nigeria, its associated 

activities are criminalized, thereby shaping its 

operation in practice. 

 

2.1.2 Concept of Cyber-Prostitution 

Cyber-prostitution represents a modern 

evolution of traditional prostitution, facilitated 

through digital technologies such as social 

media platforms, messaging applications, and 

specialized websites. It involves online 

solicitation, negotiation, and in some cases, 

virtual sexual services. This form of 

prostitution is characterized by: Anonymity of 

participants; Reduced physical visibility; Use 

of encrypted communication channels; 

Platform-based interactions.. Cyber-

prostitution challenges traditional legal 

frameworks, which are largely designed to 

regulate physical, location-based prostitution. 

 

2.1.3 Legal Regulation of Prostitution in 

Nigeria 

The legal framework regulating prostitution in 

Nigeria is fragmented and indirect. The 

Criminal Code Act Nigeria criminalizes 

brothel-keeping and procurement, while the 

Penal Code Act Nigeria penalizes solicitation 

and immoral acts. Additionally, the 

Trafficking in Persons (Prohibition) 

Enforcement and Administration Act 

addresses forced prostitution and human 

trafficking, reflecting a policy focus on 

exploitation rather than consensual adult 

prostitution. This regulatory approach has 

been criticized for: Lack of clarity, Selective 

enforcement, and Inadequate response to 

digital transformation 

 

2.2 Theoretical Review 

Several theories have been used to explain 

prostitution. However, each has limitations, 

particularly in addressing its digital 

transformation. 

 

2.2.1 Functionalist Theory 

Functionalist theorists argue that prostitution 

serves certain social functions, such as 

providing an outlet for sexual desires and 

maintaining social order. However, this 

perspective has been criticized for 

normalizing exploitation and ignoring power 

imbalances. 

 

2.2.2 Conflict Theory 

Conflict theory views prostitution as a product 

of economic inequality and social 

stratification. It emphasizes how vulnerable 
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individuals, particularly women, are driven 

into prostitution due to poverty and lack of 

opportunities. While this theory explains 

structural causes, it does not fully capture the 

role of individual agency and digital 

autonomy in cyber-prostitution. 

 

2.2.3 Feminist Theories 

Feminist perspectives are divided into: 

Radical feminism, which views prostitution as 

inherently exploitative; Liberal feminism, 

which sees it as a form of personal choice and 

economic activity. These perspectives 

contribute valuable insights but remain 

polarized and insufficient in addressing 

technologically mediated contexts. 

 

2.2.4 Rational Choice Theory 

Rational choice theory posits that individuals 

engage in prostitution based on a cost-benefit 

analysis. Participants weigh risks (legal, 

social) against benefits (financial gain). 

This theory is particularly relevant to cyber-

prostitution, where digital tools reduce risks 

and increase profitability. 

 

2.3 Gaps in Existing Literature 

Despite extensive scholarship, notable gaps 

remain: a) Limited focus on the legal 

ambiguity of prostitution in Nigeria; b) 

Inadequate attention to law enforcement 

practices and realities; c) Minimal integration 

of digital transformation into existing 

theories; d) Absence of a comprehensive, 

multidimensional framework for cyber-

prostitution. These gaps justify the 

development of a new theoretical model. 

 

2.4 Theoretical Framework: Cyber-

Prostitution Dynamics Framework (CPDF) 

2.4.1 Overview of CPDF 

The Cyber-Prostitution Dynamics Framework 

(CPDF) is a multidimensional model 

developed to explain the transformation of 

prostitution in the digital age. It posits that 

Digital technologies have transformed 

prostitution from a physically constrained 

activity into a decentralized, platform-

mediated, risk-modulated, and economically 

optimized system driven by anonymity and 

accessibility. Chukwurah I.E (2026) 

 

2.4.2 Core Components of CPDF 

The framework consists of five interrelated 

components:  

 

1. Digital Mediation: Technology serves as 

the primary enabler, allowing individuals to 

connect without physical proximity. 

2. Anonymity and Identity Shielding: 

Participants can conceal their identities, 

reducing social stigma and legal exposure. 

3. Risk Modulation: Digital platforms reduce 

risks associated with: Physical violence; Law 

enforcement detection; Social exposure. 

4. Economic Optimization: Cyber-prostitution 

enhances profitability through: Direct client 

access; Elimination of intermediaries (e.g., 

pimps); Flexible pricing 

5. Decentralization: Unlike traditional brothel 

systems, cyber-prostitution operates across 

dispersed and private locations, making 

regulation more difficult. 

 

2.4.3 Relevance of CPDF to Nigeria 

The CPDF is particularly applicable to 

Nigeria due to: Increasing internet 

penetration; Widespread use of social media 

platforms; Weak regulatory enforcement 

mechanisms; High youth unemployment 

rates. It provides a more accurate framework 

for understanding contemporary prostitution 

practices beyond traditional legal constructs. 

 

2.4.4 Critique and Justification 

Unlike traditional theories, CPDF integrates 

technology, law, and economics; Reflects 

modern realities; Addresses regulatory 

challenges; Provides a basis for policy reform 

 

METHODOLOGY 
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This study adopts a mixed-method approach, 

combining Doctrinal (legal) research – 

analysis of statutes such as the Criminal Code 

Act Nigeria, Penal Code Act Nigeria, and 

Trafficking in Persons (Prohibition) 

Enforcement and Administration Act. 

Empirical research – collection of primary 

data through questionnaires and interviews. 

This combination ensures both legal depth 

and practical relevance. Data was sourced 

from both primary and secondary sources. 

Questionnaires and interviews (law 

enforcement officers, legal practitioners, and 

possibly participants in the system) were 

primary source; while statutes and case law; 

Textbooks and journal articles; Reports from 

organizations such as NAPTIP are sourced 

from secondary sources. 

The population of the study targets: Law 

enforcement agents (Police, NAPTIP 

officials); Legal practitioners; Judicial 

officers; Members of the public (especially 

youths familiar with digital platforms) 

The sample size ranges from 100–150 

respondents, sampling technique include 

purposive sampling (for experts like lawyers, 

police); simple random sampling (for general 

public). Method of data collection was 

structured questionnaires; Semi-structured 

interviews, and  Online surveys. Method of 

data analysis are Quantitative data: analyzed 

using percentages, tables, and charts; 

Qualitative data: analyzed using thematic 

analysis. Questions will be clear and neutral; 

Pilot testing will be conducted; Multiple data 

sources was used to ensure accuracy 

 

Ethical Considerations 

Respondents’ identities will remain 
anonymous. Participation will be voluntary. 

Sensitive questions will be handled carefully. 

No encouragement or facilitation of illegal 

activity 

 

Data Collection Instrument 

QUESTIONNAIRE 

 

SECTION A: Bio-Data 

Gender: 

[ ] Male  [ ] Female 

Age: 

[ ] 18–25   [ ] 26–35   [ ] 36–45   [ ] 46 and 

above 

Occupation: 

[ ] Student   [ ] Civil Servant   [ ] Legal 

Practitioner   [ ] Law Enforcement   [ ] Other: 

______ 

 

SECTION B: AWARENESS OF LEGAL 

FRAMEWORK 

Are you aware of any law regulating 

prostitution in Nigeria? 

[ ] Yes  [ ] No 

 

Do you think prostitution is illegal in Nigeria? 

[ ] Yes  [ ] No  [ ] Not sure 

 

Which of these do you think are criminal 

offenses? (Tick all that apply) 

[ ] Soliciting in public  [ ] Operating a brothel  

[ ] Private prostitution  [ ] Online prostitution 

 

SECTION C: ENFORCEMENT AND 

PRACTICE 

In your opinion, how effective is law 

enforcement on prostitution-related offences? 

[ ] Very effective  [ ] Effective  [ ] Not 

effective 

 

Have you observed or heard of arrests related 

to prostitution? 

[ ] Yes  [ ] No 

 

What is the most common basis for arrest? 

[ ] Public solicitation  [ ] Loitering  [ ] Brothel 

operation  [ ] Online activities 

 

SECTION D: CYBER-PROSTITUTION 

Are you aware of prostitution occurring 

through social media or online platforms? 

[ ] Yes  [ ] No 
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Which platforms are commonly used? 

[ ] WhatsApp  [ ] Instagram  [ ] Facebook  [ ] 

Others: ______ 

 

Do you think online prostitution is harder to 

regulate? 

[ ] Yes  [ ] No 

 

What factors encourage cyber-prostitution? 

[ ] Anonymity  [ ] Poverty  [ ] Unemployment  

[ ] Technology access 

 

SECTION E: OPINION & POLICY 

Should prostitution be: 

[ ] Fully criminalized  [ ] Regulated  [ ] 

Decriminalized 

Do you think current laws are adequate? 

[ ] Yes  [ ] No 

 

DATA PRESENTATION, ANALYSIS 

AND DISCUSSION 

 

4.1 Data Presentation 

A total of 120 questionnaires were distributed, 

out of which 100 were properly completed 

and returned, representing a response rate of 

83.3%. 

 

4.2 Analysis of Bio-Data 

Table 4.1: Gender Distribution 

Male: 58%   Female: 42% 

Interpretation:: The distribution reflects a fairly balanced gender representation, enhancing the 

reliability of responses. 

 

Table 4.2: Age Distribution 

18–25: 40%;       26–35: 35%;       36–45: 15%;       46 and above: 10% 

Interpretation: The majority of respondents fall within the youth demographic, which is relevant 

given the digital focus of cyber-prostitution. 

 

4.3 Awareness of Legal Framework 

Table 4.3: Awareness of Laws 

Yes: 65%;  No: 35% 

Interpretation: While a majority claim awareness, further responses reveal limited depth of legal 

understanding. 

 

Table 4.4: Perception of Legality 

Prostitution is illegal: 70%;   Not illegal: 15%   Not sure: 15% 

Interpretation: There is a widespread misconception that prostitution is outright illegal, 

supporting the study’s claim of legal ambiguity. 
 

4.4 Enforcement and Practice 

Table 4.5: Effectiveness of Law Enforcement 

Very effective: 20%; Effective: 30%;   Not effective: 50% 

Interpretation: Half of respondents perceive enforcement as ineffective, indicating systemic 

enforcement challenges. 

 

Table 4.6: Basis of Arrests 

Public solicitation: 45%;  Loitering: 25%;  Brothel operation: 20%;  Online activities: 10% 
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Interpretation: Arrests are primarily tied to visible/public acts, confirming that enforcement 

targets manifestations rather than the act itself. 

 

4.5 Cyber-Prostitution Analysis (Core Contribution) 

Table 4.7: Awareness of Online Prostitution 

Yes: 80%;    No: 20% 

Interpretation: High awareness indicates that cyber-prostitution is widely recognized and 

prevalent. 

 

Table 4.8: Platforms Used 

WhatsApp: 35%; Instagram: 30%;  Facebook: 20%;  Others: 15% 

Interpretation: Encrypted and social platforms dominate, supporting the CPDF concept of digital 

mediation. 

 

Table 4.9: Difficulty of Regulation 

Yes: 85%;  No: 15% 

Interpretation: An overwhelming majority believe cyber-prostitution is harder to regulate, 

validating the regulatory gap argument. 

 

Table 4.10: Drivers of Cyber-Prostitution 

Anonymity: 30%;  Poverty: 25%;  Unemployment: 20%;  Technology access: 25% 

Interpretation: This directly aligns with CPDF components: Anonymity → Identity shielding; 

Technology → Digital mediation; Poverty → Economic incentives 

 

4.6 Discussion of Findings 

The findings strongly support the Cyber-

Prostitution Dynamics Framework (CPDF): 

Digital Mediation: Platforms like WhatsApp 

and Instagram dominate; Anonymity: A key 

driver of participation; Risk Transformation: 

Shift from physical to cyber risks; Economic 

Optimization: Driven by unemployment and 

poverty; Decentralization: Reduced reliance 

on brothels. Additionally, the study confirms 

that Nigerian law is reactive rather than 

adaptive Enforcement is surface-level and 

inconsistent Cyber-prostitution represents a 

structural shift, not just an extension. 

 

 

4.7. Summary of Findings 

This study found that: 

1. Prostitution is not expressly criminalized, 

but its surrounding activities are 

2. There is widespread misunderstanding of 

the law 

3. Enforcement is inconsistent and largely 

ineffective 

4. Cyber-prostitution is prevalent and growing 

5. Digital platforms have transformed 

prostitution into a decentralized system 

6. Existing laws are inadequate for digital 

realities 

 

5.  CONCLUSION 

 

The study concludes that prostitution in 

Nigeria exists within a legal paradox, where 

the absence of direct criminalization is 

overshadowed by the prohibition of related 

activities. More importantly, the emergence of 

cyber-prostitution represents a fundamental 

transformation rather than a mere evolution. 

Through the Cyber-Prostitution Dynamics 

Framework (CPDF), this study demonstrates 

that digital technologies have redefined 

prostitution into a system characterized by 

anonymity, decentralization, and economic 
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optimization. Nigeria’s current legal and 
enforcement frameworks are ill-equipped to 

address this transformation, thereby 

necessitating urgent reform. 

 

Recommendations 

Based on the findings the study makes the 

following recommendations: 

1. Legal Reform: Enact clear legislation 

addressing prostitution and cyber-

prostitution. Remove ambiguity in 

existing laws 

2. Digital Regulation: Develop laws 

targeting platform-mediated exploitation. 

Strengthen cybercrime monitoring 

systems 

3. Law Enforcement Training: Train 

agencies on digital investigation 

techniques Shift from moral policing to 

intelligence-based enforcement 

4. Policy Approach: Consider regulatory or 

harm-reduction models instead of total 

criminalization 

5. Public Awareness: Educate citizens on 

the actual legal position of prostitution 

6. Economic Intervention: Address root 

causes such as: Poverty, Unemployment. 

 

Contribution to Knowledge 

This study makes a significant contribution 

by: 

1. Developing the Cyber-Prostitution 

Dynamics Framework (CPDF) 

2. Bridging the gap between law, technology, 

and sociology 

3. Providing a modern analytical model for 

digital prostitution 
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